138
GONGRESS  AHIMSA

I am being inundated with letters complaining that by
giving mf definition of Ahimsa before the Poona Congress-
man, who saw me recently at Wardha, I have seriously
circumscribed the scope of Ahimsa, These friends forget that
my remarks were confined to Gongress Ahimsa only. Per-
sonally I would not kill insects, scorpions or even snakes.
Nor would I under any' circumstance take meat. But I may
not impose the creed of such Ahimsa on the Gongress. The
Congress is not a religious institution; it is a political orga-
nization. Its non-violence is limited to human beings. If it
were to be further extended3 only Hindus, and among even
them only Vaishnavas and Jains, would be left to participate
in it. Millions of Hindus who eat fish and meat would be
excluded. My proposition, to my mind, is so simple and
straight that I never thought that anybody could object
to it.

My critics should further understand that many
Mussahnans have not accepted even the limited Ahimsa of
the Congress as their creed, and that the Gongress itself
has, by its Wardha and Poona resolutions, so cramped its
scope as to render it almost meaningless. It follows, there-
fore, that any attempt to widen its scope as to include the
sub-human species will defeat its purpose. Unlimited
Ahimsa will take time to be universalized. We will have
ample cause to congratulate ourselves, if we learn to sub-
stitute the "law of love in society for that of the jungle,
and if, instead of harbouring ill-will and enmity in our
bosoms against those whom we regard as our enemies,
we learn to love them as actual and potential friends. It
should be remembered too that mere jivadaya (kindness to
animals) does not enable us to overcome the 'six deadly
enemies' within us, namely lust, anger, greed, infatuation,
pride and falsehood. Give me the man who has completely
conquered self and is full of goodwill and love towards all,
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